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Section 3-502.  Powers, Duties, and Functions -- 
 1. It shall be the duty of the city auditor to conduct or cause to be conducted: 

 (a) The annual financial audit of the city, as required by Section 3-114; 
 (b) Performance audits of the funds, programs, and operations of any agency or 
operation of the city as requested by the council by resolution, as authorized by Section 
3-114; 
 (c) Performance and financial audits of the funds, programs, and operations of any 
agency or operation of the city, as determined by the auditor to be warranted.  Before the 
commencement of each fiscal year, a plan of the audits proposed to be conducted by the 
auditor during the fiscal year shall be transmitted to the council for review and comment, but 
not approval.  The plan also shall be transmitted to the mayor and filed with the city clerk as 
public record; and 
 (d) Follow-up audits and monitoring of compliance with audit recommendations by 
audited entities. 
 The city auditor shall conduct or cause to be conducted all audits in accordance with 
government auditing standards. 

 2. Audit findings and recommendations shall be set forth in written reports of the city 
auditor, a copy of which shall be transmitted to the mayor and to the council and filed with the 
city clerk as public record. 
 3. For the purposes of carrying out any audit, the auditor shall have full, free, and 
unrestricted access to any city officer or employee and shall be authorized to examine and 
inspect any record of any agency or operation of the city, to administer oaths and subpoena 
witnesses and compel the production of records pertinent thereto.  If any person subpoenaed as a 
witness or compelled to produce records shall fail or refuse to respond thereto, the proper court, 
upon request of the auditor, shall have the power to compel obedience to any process of the 
auditor and to punish, as a contempt of the court, any refusal to comply therewith without good 
cause.  The auditor may retain special counsel, in the manner authorized by the council, to 
represent the auditor in implementing these powers. 
 False swearing by any witness shall constitute perjury and shall be referred by the auditor to 
the prosecuting attorney for prosecution.  In any audit which concerns the alleged gross 
misconduct or alleged criminal conduct on the part of any individual, such individual shall have 
the right to be represented by counsel and the right to have the auditor compel the attendance of 
witnesses on behalf of the individual. 
 4.  The city auditor's performance shall be evaluated annually by the council. 
 The city auditor's audit activities shall be subject to quality review in accordance with 
applicable government auditing standards by a professional, non-partisan, objective group.  The 
written report of the independent review shall be transmitted to the council and mayor and filed 
with the city clerk as public record. 
 5. For the purpose of this section and Section 3-114:  "Agency or operation of the city" 
includes any executive agency, semi-autonomous agency, council office, and other establishment 
of city government supported, in whole or in part, by city or public funds. 
 "Council office" includes the council itself, the office of a councilmember and the 
councilmember's immediate staff, the office of the city clerk, the office of council services, a 
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reapportionment commission, and a charter commission.  This definition applies only to those 
sections.  It shall not be construed as excluding the office of the city auditor from the legislative 
branch. 
 "Record" includes any account, book, paper, and document, and any financial affair, 
notwithstanding whether any of the preceding is stored on paper or electronically.  (Reso. 02-39) 
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